Joseph Caroppoli: An American Artist
I was raised by my grandmother in a small, rural coal mining town in Central Pennsylvania. In 1995 I met my wife.  She encouraged and supported me in going to art school. In 2000, I enrolled at the Pennsylvania College of Art and Design. Reflecting, it was in preschool where I made the first connection between a word and the thing I was always doing, art. Creating art is part of who I am. I graduated in 2004 with a Bachelors of Fine Art. 

My interest has always been humanity. It is the challenge of capturing the essence of the human being that intrigues me the most. Early in my career my focus was on the technical aspects of drawing and painting the human figure. My artwork appeared in the Lancaster Museum of Art in 2004 and 2005. In 2005 and 2006 I showcased in the Pennsylvania State Museum. These artworks were inspired by combining abstract and realism techniques with the idea of giving an iridescent effect. 
In time the subject matter became more important than the techniques. I found myself more interested in cultures, ceremonies, rituals, and rites of passage around the world. The regalia and expressions of rituals attracted me and held my curiosity captive. The following exhibitions and shows reflected this work in progress. In 2010 I was accepted into the Florence Biennale in Italy. The following year I showcased the African Series, which was a representation of various cultures throughout the African continent. 
Currently I am exploring the history, nature, and culture throughout the Outer Banks of North Carolina. From the strength of the” Hatterasman” to the frailty of the ecosystem, the art I create is meant to expose the raw essence of the ever-shifting sandbars of the Outer Banks. This exploration is part of a drawing and oil paint series.
